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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Mr  Mayor,  Ladiks,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1940. 

The  birth-rate  this  year  is  higher  than  it  has  been  since  1931. 
I'he  rate  is  16  16,  compared  with  13.85  for  the  previous  year,  and 
compared  with  the  rate  of  14.6  for  England  and  Wales  for  1940. 

Infantile  mortality  is  low,  being  oniy  30  per  1000  births,  as 
compared  with  75  for  the  previous  year,  and  55  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  death-rate,  13.29,  is  above  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years,  but  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  14.3. 

58%  of  our  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  which, 
although  7%  lower  than  last  year,  is  10%  higher  than  the  average 
for  the  previous  20  years. 

.'\  sudden  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever  occurred  during  Aug- 
ust, resulting  in  45  cases  being  reported,  of  which  2 died-  Fortun- 
ately, the  cause  was  discovered  at  an  early  stage  of  the  outbreak  and 
action  taken  to  prevent  the  supply  of  the  suspected  product  b-^^ing 
distributed  in  this  locality.  Valuable  assistance  was  given  by  Dr. 
Beattie,  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  ETealth,who 
visited  Berwick  and  examined  all  the  data  obtained  in  each  case,  and 
kept  in  touch  with  the  progress  of  the  outbreak. 

A scheme  was  inaugurated  in  July  for  the  immunising  of  child- 
ren against  Diphtheria,  with  satisfactory  results — no  less  than  43% 
of  the  school  children  received  double  inoculation  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  scheme  will  be  continued  throughout  the  coming- 
year,  during  which  it  is  expected  that  most  of  the  children  will  be 

afforded  the  advantage  of  this  form  of  protection  against  diphtheria. 

, ! ■ ■ ’ 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  MACLAGAN,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sections  A.  & F.— STATISTICS  & aSNERAL  CONDITIONS 

General  Statistics. 

Area — 7,156  acres 

Population — 1931  census,  12,299.  (1921  census,  12,985.) 

R.G.  est.,  mid-year  1940 — 12,190 
No.  of  Inhabited  Houses — 3356. 

Rateable  Value — ^69,801  (as  at  31st  March,  1940). 

Sum  rep.  by  Id.  rate — £>211  Do. 


¥!TAL  STATISTICS. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


BIRTHS. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Legitimate 

109 

80 

189 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

8 

(Reg.-Gen.)  Totals 

115 

82 

197 

Rate  16.16 

DEATHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Rate 

(Registrar-General) 

95 

96 

191 

14.1 

Deduct  1 1 deaths  (see  page  6) 

85 

95 

180 

13.29 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence  of  Child-birth— 

-Nil. 

Do. 

from  Sepsis 

Nil.  " 

Do. 

from  other  causes. 

Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — - 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per  1000 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

1 

30 

Illegitimate 

i 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

.... 

....  _ 

Do.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Do.  Diphtheria 

3 

0.25 

Do.  Diarrhoea  • 

1 

0.08 

Do.  Scarlet  Fever 

. — 

— 

Do  Tuberculosis  (Pul.) 

4 

0.33 

Do.  do. 

(Non- 

Pul.) 

— 

— 
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Comparative  Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of 
Mortality  Maternal  Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  certain 
Infectious  Disease.. 

Rates  per  1000  population. 

No.  Berwick.  Eng.  & Wales 


197  16.16  14.6 

11  0.9  0.55 

*191  14.1) 

tl80  13.29)  14.3 

2 0.16  0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0.02 

0 0 0 

0 0 0.02 

3 0.25  0.06 

1 0.08  0.32 


Notifications — 


Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

0.25 

1.63 

Diphtheria 

12 

0.98 

1.16 

Enteric  Fever 

45 

36.9 

0.07 

Erysipelas 

3 

0.25 

0.33 

Pneumonia 

10 

0.82 

1.2 

Measles  ... 

289 

23.7 

10.24 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

0.33 

1.54 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

Deaths  under  1 year 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis 

6 

30 

55 

under  2 years 

1 

0.08 

4.6 

Maternal  Mortality  rates  (per  1000  total  bii 

rths,  i.e.,  live 

and  still) — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0.52 

Others  

0 

0 

1.64 

Total 

0 

0 

2.16 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  0 ^ I 1 1 Qfi 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  0 0 j ' 


* Registrar  General’s  figures. 

t Excludes  5 deaths  of  persons  resident  in  Scotland&  6 others  (p.  6) 


Births — 

Live 

Still 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

4'yphoid  & Para,  fever 

Smallpox 

Measles... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
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Population. 

The  population,  estimated  by  tlie  Registrar-General  for  the 
Borough  to  mid-year,  1940,  is  12,190. 


Births. 

The  births  allocated  to  the  Borough  by  the  Registrar-General 
numbered  197,  giNing  a birth-rate  of  16,16.  When  compared  with 
the  equivalent  figures  for  the  previous  year  (174  births  and  a rate 
of  14.38)  and  with  the  birth-rate  of  14.6  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1940,  this  year’s  Borough  birth  rate  may  be  considered  high. 

The  birth  rate  is  calculated  on  a population  of  12,190. 

I'here  were  8 illegitin^ate  births  (6  males  and  2 females)  in  the 
total  of  197. 

4'he  distribution  of  the  births  was  as  follows  : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Berwick 

57 

39 

96 

Tweedmouth 

35 

22 

57 

Spittal  ... 

15 

10 

25 

Inwards  and  others 

8 

11 

19 

115 

82 

197 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  township  of  Berwick  shews 
11  more  births,  Tweedmouth  8 more,  and  Spittal  11  more. 


Deaths. 

I'he  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough  is  180,  giving 
a death  rate  of  13.29,  as  compared  with  179  deaths  and  a rate  of 
12.76  for  the  previous  year. 

The  death-rate  of  1940  is  calculated  on  a population  of  12,190 
and  is  modified  by  a standardising  factor  of  0.90  to  correct  the 
death  ru.te  on  account  of  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  our  popul- 
ation. 

From  the  total  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  by  the  Registrar 
General,  viz.,  191,  there  falls  to  be  deducted  5 deaths  belonging  to 
Scotland,  and  6 others — 5 Norwegian  sailo-s  and  1 child  assignable 
to  South  "Shields. 
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I he  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Berwick 

44 

52 

96 

'I’weedmouth 

23 

29 

52 

Spittal 

12 

12 

24 

Inland  Transit 

rs  6 

2 

8 

'I'otal  for  Boro’ 

85 

95 

180 

Scottish 

5 

5 

Others 

5 

1 

6 

Reg. -Gen.  Fig. 

95 

96 

191 

1 he  undernoted  deaths,  which  are  included  in  the  Registrar- 
General’s  classification  of  the  causes  of  deaths  (see  page  8)  should 
be  deducted  from  the  deaths  assignable  to  the  Borough  : — 


Reg. 

Classn. 

No. 

M. 

F.  Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

No. 

Assignment. 

178 

1 

...  45 

A’alvular  Dis.  of  Heart. 

19 

Paisley. 

252 

1 

...  83 

Heart  failure  due  to  shock 

36 

Berwickshire 

258 

1 

...  53 

Frac.  skull  and  cereb.  haem. 

35 

Do. 

293 

1 

...  77 

Coal  gas  poisoning — Accid. 

35 

Yetholm. 

382 

1 

...  48 

Pulm.  T.B.  — Inanition. 

6 

Edinburgh. 

171 

1 1 hr. 

Hydroceph  and  spina  bifida. 

32 

South  Shields 

209- 

213 

5 

War  operations” 

35 

Norway. 

Ages  at  Death. 

The  tables  of  ages  at  death  is  shewn  with  the  percentage  of  total 
deaths  at  the  various  age  periods,  compared  with  the  previous  4 years- 


No.  of  deaths.  Percentage  of  Total  deaths 


Ages. 

M 

F 

Tot. 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

Un.  1 

3 

3 

6 

3,33 

7.26 

8.96 

3.51 

3.87 

1-5 

2 

1 

3 

1.67 

2.23 

2.24 

2.92 

1.10 

5-15 

2 

2 

4 

2.22 

2.80 

0.74 

1.17 

1.10 

15-25 

3 

2 

5 

2.78 

1,68 

2.24 

5.26 

2 76 

25-45 

7 

7 

14 

7.78 

3,91 

7.46 

6.43 

6.63 

45-60 

13 

9 

22 

12.22 

11.17 

21.64 

12.87 

15.47 

60-65 

12 

10 

22 

12.22 

5.59 

8.96 

8.77 

12.71 

65-70 

7 

13 

20 

11.11 

11.73 

8-96 

12.28 

8.84 

70-80 

25 

25 

50 

27.78 

13.52 

21.64 

25.74 

23.21 

80-90 

11 

22 

33 

18.33 

17  88 

15.67 

19.88 

20.44 

90  up. 

1 

1 

. 0.56 

2.23 

1.49 

1.17 

3.87 

85 

95 

180 

100.00  100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

The  follow!  1 

ng  tabl 

e,  showing  the 

])ercentage  of 

total  deaths  at 

certain 

age 

peri( 

ds  for 

1940ai  d c(  ir.i 

art  d w 

ith  the  average  percent- 

age  for 

the 

10  years  1928-1937  is  inte 

rt  sting.  It 

is  desirable  to 

have  a 

low 

perc( 

nlage 

in  grou]  s 1 , 1 1 

, in, 

and  IV, 

and  a high  per- 

centagein  group  V. 


Notes  re  percentage 
for  1940. 


Av.  % for  % for 
Age  period.  10  years  1940. 

1928-37. 


T. 

Babies  under  1 

6.56 

3.33 

Below  normal. 

II. 

Infants  1-5 

2.85 

1.67 

Do. 

III. 

School,  5-15 

2 02 

2.22 

Normal. 

IV. 

Working,  15-65 

36.16 

37.22 

Normal. 

V. 

Retired,  65  up. 

52.39 

57.78 

Above  normal. 

'rhe  high  percentage  of  deaths  of  persons  above  65  years  is  a 
regular  feature  in  Berwick,  and  this  year  is  58%,  or  10%  above 
the  average  percentage  for  the  previous  20  years. 

PERCP:NTA(;E  of  total  deaths  above  65  YEARS 

1927  ’28  ’29  ’30  ’31  ’32  ’33  ’34  ’35  ’36  ’37  ’38  ’39  ’40 

47  53  42  49  54  57  53  48  50  56  59  48  65  58 


Causes  of  Death. 


The  following  table  shews  the  classification 

of  deaths 

from  all 

causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures)  ; — 

Ma/cs 

Females 

Totals 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

4 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

5 

7 

Other  foims  of  Tuberculous 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

9 

Influenza 

1 

1 

10 

Measles 

. . . 

... 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 

... 

12 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

13 

Cancer  of  bucal  cavity  (M)  uterus  (F) 

2 

4 

6 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

3 

3 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

8 

2 

10 

17 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

18 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

9 

10 

19 

19 

Heart  Disease 

14 

20 

34 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

5 

10 

21 

Bronchitis 

7 

6 

13 

22 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

2 

5 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  ... 

1 

1 

26 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

28 

Nephritis 

6 

3 

9 

29 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

... 

31 

Premature  birth 

3 

3 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth 
injury,  etc 

2 

1 

3 

33 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

34 

Road  trafific  accidents 

3 

3 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

10 

1 

11 

36 

All  other  causes 

12 

21 

33 

Totals 


95 


96 


191 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

6 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  belonging  to  the  Borough  were 
recorded,  giving  a rate  of  30  per  1000  live  births,  as  compared  with 
13  deaths  and  a rate  of  74  in  the  previous  year.  'Fhe  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1940  is  55. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1 YEAR 


Reg. 

No.  Age 

M 

F 

Cause 

223 

4 days 

... 

1 

Prematurity. 

395 

2 days 

... 

1 

Prematurity. 

418 

1 day 

... 

1 

Prematurity. 

218 

2 days 

1 

Atelectasis. 

323 

4 months 

1 

Gastro-enteritis. 

327 

8 months 

1 

... 

Hydrocephalus. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

377  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
132  for  the  previous  year.  289  of  the  total  were  measles. 

10  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3 non-pulmonary  were 
also  notified. 

Paratyphoid  fever  outbreak. — During  the  last  days  of  August 
several  cases  of  illness  of  rather  a puzzling  type,  but  apparently  of 
the  enteric  group,  occurred  in  the  Borough.  These  proved  to  be 
Paratyphoid  ‘B,”  and  the  first  three  cases  were  notified  as  such  on 
the  27th  August,  and  removed  to  ho  pital  for  treatment.  The  med- 
ical practitioners  in  the  district  were  immediately  informed  by  tele- 
phone by  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  notification  of  these 
cases,  and  in  view  of  the  probability  of  the  existence  of  a number  of 
unrecognised  cases,  the  doctors  were  asked  to  keep  a keen  lookout 
for  this  type  of  disease  amongst  their  patients.  'I'he  doctors  were 
also  informed  that  accommodation  would  be  available  for  the  treat 
ment  of  such  cases  at  Marshall  Meadows  Hospital. 

In  all,  45  cases  of  paratyphoid  were  reported,  the  last  one 
(a  secondary  case)  being  reported  on  September  16th.  42  of  the 

cases  (including  one  case  where  the  date  of  onst  is  doubtful) 
took  ill  during  the  last  ten  days  of  August,  and  the  other  three  cases 
may  be  regarded  as  secondary  cases,  that  is,  were  infected  by  con- 
tact with  a previous  case.  A large  number  of  the  cases  were  well  on 
the  road  to  recovery  before  being  definitely  diagnosed  as  paratyphoid, 
and  it  was  considered  necessary  to  remove  only  10  cases  to  the  hos. 
pital  for  isolation  and  treatment.  Two  deaths  occurred.  One,  an 
old  lady  who  had  been  ill  with  cerebral  thrombosis,  died  within  a 
week  of  being  removed  to  hospital.  The  other,  a niece  of  the  old 


lady,  had  been  nursing  her  aunt  for  some  weeks  before  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  aunt  was  a paratyphoid  case,  and,  no  doubt-,  she 
had  received  a very  heavy  infection  during  her-  attendance  upon  her 
aunt. 

Thorough  investigation  was'made  in  each  case  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  particular  attention  given  to  the  various  foods  or- 
drinks' taken  by  the  patients.  After  such  items  as  water  supply» 
milk,  fruits,  etc.,  had  been  eliminated  as  the  probable  cause,  a pro-' 
prietary  product  was  suspected.  All  the  information  accumulatedi- 
was  placed  before  Dr.  Beattie,  Regional  Medical  Officer  to  the  Min- 
stry  of  Health, who  visited  Berwick  on  the  4th  September,  and  sub- 
sequently gave  valuable  advice  in  dealing  with  the  outbreak.  As- 
the  proprietary  product  suspected  was  manufactured  elsewhere,  and 
distributed  over  a wu'de  area  of  the  country,  that  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion was  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  oh  Health. 

A large  number  of  blood  and  f^cal  specimens  w'ere  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  from  persons  employed  in 
factories  where  the  proprietary  product  w'as  used.  Every  assistance 
was  willingly  given  By  both  employers  aud  employees,  which  greatly 
facilitated  the  investigations  and  the  measures  required  to  prevent 
the  further  spread'of  the  disease. 

The  Borough  was  fortunate  in  the  circumstnnces,  in  that  the 
outbreak  was  quickly  under  control,  and  that  it  did  not  become 
more  serious. 

Diphtheria  itiinmnisatiofi . — A scheme  for  the  immunisation 
of  children  against  diphtheria  was  started  in  July,  1940.  Leaflets- 
were  hnndt-d  to  each  child  at  school  detailing  the  advantages  of  im- 
munisation. and  asking  parents  to  fill  up  a form  agreeing-  to  their 
children  being  immunised..  Parents  were  asked  to  state  the  name  o^ 
llieir  doctor.  Sessions  were  arranged  for  each  local  medical  practi. 
tion^r  at  the  Berwnck  Infirmary,  and  antitoxin  provided,  and  assist- 
ance ivas  given  by  the  matron  and  nurses  of  the  Infirmary,  and  a 
clerk  from  the  Public  Health  office  attended  each  session  for  record- 
ing the  children  immunised. 

During  the  year  748  scholars,  or  43%  of  the  children  on  the 
school  registers,  received  the  complete  inoculation. 

Great  assistance  was  given  by  the  school  teachers  in  explaining 
the  advantages  of  inoculation,  and  in  distributing  and  returning  the 
forms,  of  consent  from  the  parents. 

Immunisation  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  was  also  carried 
out  at  the  Berwick  and  Tweedmouth  Child  Welfare  Genlres,  the  cost 
being  borne  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council.  The  outbreak 


of  measles,  mainly  amOngsf  rHildren  of  pre-scllool' age,  no  doubt  had 
a modifying  effect  on  the  number  of  infants  immunised,  but  the  num- 
ber done  would  approach  38%  of  the  total  children  under  5 years 
of  age  in  the  Borough. 

A record  of  every  child  immunised  hals  t^en  rhade.  The  de- 
tailed arrangements  and  the  clerical  work  entailed  considerable  extra 
work  by  the  Public  Health’ Department 

The  children  received  their  inoculation  quite  bravely,  and  most 
of  them  cheerfully,  and  no  complaints  were  received  that  any  of 
them  were  an^^  the  worse  of  it. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis)!* 


Notified. 

, Rem. 

to  Hosp. 

Local. 

Military.' 

Local. 

Military. 

Died 

Enteric  or  Paratyphoid 

45 

1 

10 

2 

Scarlet  Fever... 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

12 

11 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

.. . 

1 

Measles 

289 

6 

1 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

4^ 

Ophthalmia  Neon- 

2- 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

11 

2 

8 

2 

4 

Influenzal  meningitis  ... 

3 

3 

Rubella 

4 

19’ 

... 

19 

Mumps 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

377 

39 

34 

38 

9 

Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15 
15-25 
25-35 
35-45 
45-55 
55-65 

65  and  upwards 
Totals 


TUBERCULOSIS.* 

New  cases. 

Pulmon.  Non-pulmon. 

M F M F 


Total  deaths. 
Pulmon.  Non-pulmon. 
M F M F 


NOTIFICATION  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmon. . 

Non-pulmon. 

M.  F. 

Tot. 

M.  F. 

Tot. 

Ttls. 

Orr  register,  1st  Jan.,  1940  45  41 

86 

32  32 

64 

150 

Notified  during  yr.  for  first  time  7 3 

10 

1 2 

3 

13' 

Removed  from  register  duringyr.  2 2 

4 

4 

Cases  remaining  on  register, 

31st  Dec.,  1940  50  42 

92 

33  34 

67 

159 

S9  itioa  B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 


Ambulance  Facilities. — As  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
motor  ambulance  facilities  are  available  for  removal  of  infectious 
diseases  to  hospital,  and  of  accident  and  surgical  cases  to  infirmaries. 
The  latter  service—  that  of  removal  of  cases  to  the  local  infirmary, 
and  to  the  Edinburgh  and  Newcastle  Infirmaries — is  largely  taken 
advantage  of  both  by  people  resident  in  the  Borough  and  the  sur- 
rounding area. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Ambulance  Service  answered  218 
calls,  travelling  4,081  miles.  80  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
removed  to  and  from  the  Berwick  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
From  Berwick  and  neighbouring  districts  138  private  patients  were 
removed  to  Berwick  Infirmary,  to  Berwick  Institution,  to  Edinburgh 
Infirmary,  to  Newcastle  Infirmary,  and  to  North  Shields  Hospital. 


Hospitals  and  Nursing. 

Hospitals. — No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangenumts 
made  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

The  infectious  diseases  hospital  at  The  Greens,  Berwick,  was, 
on  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  removed  to  Marshall  Meadows  House, 
about  3 miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  This  substantially  stone 
built  mansion,  with  several  large  commodious  rooms,  is  provided 
with  48  beds,  and  provides  suitable  and  sufficient  ward  accommoda- 
ion  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  the  various  infectious  diseases. 

Maternity  Nursing. — The  three  “Queens”  nurses  of  liie 
Berwick  Ladies  District  Nursing  Association  continue  to  render 
valuable  service  to  the  community.  The  nurses  attended  at  194 
births  or  96.5%  of  the  total  births  of  the  Borough,  including  children 
born  of  evacuee  mothers  and  still  births  occurring  during  the  year. 
Besides  the  maternity  work,  the  nurses  als3  attended  227  medical 
and  71  surgical  cases.  The  number  of  visits  to  patients  (other  than 
military)  were  7,871,  articles  of  clothing  given  to  patients,  223,  and 
the  issues  of  nursing  appliances  was  86.  The  work  of  the  ‘ Queens 
Nurses”,  which  has  been  going  on  quietly  and  efficient!)  for  many 
years,  is  a very  valuable  contribution  to  the  health  services  to  the 
Borough,  and  work  which  cannot  be  too  highly  praised. 


1934 

’35 

'36 

’37 

’38 

’39 

’40 

Total  births 

192 

171 

177 

183 

167 

174 

197 

No.  of  births  attended 

184 

145 

169 

158 

151 

157 

194 

% attendances  to  births 

96% 

85% 

95% 

86% 

90% 

90% 

96% 
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Section  C.- SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 

Wafer. — As  mentioned  in  previous  report  a new  borehole  sup- 
ply is  in  course  of  preparation  at  Murton,  which  it  is  expected  will 
greatly  augment  the  present  supplies. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Visits,  Inspections,  etc., 
by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Visits  and  Inspections  to 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  ...  •••  54 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  8 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  •••  372 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Workshops  and  Factories  ...  ...  ...  50 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  10 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

Ships 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  560 

House-to-house  ...  ...  ..\  '530 

Yards,  Courts,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  346 

Shop  and  Business  Premises  ...  ...  160 

Smoke  Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  6 

Notices  issued — Informal  ...  ...  ...  76 

Do.  — Statutory 

Notices  complied  with — Informal  ...  ...  72 

Do.  — Statutory  ...  ... 

Statement  of  Nuisances,  Defects,  and  Contraventions 
discovered  and  dealt  with  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Byres  cleansed  or  lime  washed  ...  ...  8 

Cows  hindquarters  and  udders  found  dirty  (Herds)...  2 
Manure  in  proximity  to  byre  or  milkshop  ...  2 

Manure  pits  emptied  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Contraventions  of  Regulations  ...  ...  3 
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Stables  and  Piggeries. 

Piggeries  too  near  dwellings 

Manure  heaps  removed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stables  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stables  drained 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Gullies  choked,  cleared 
Offal  Carts  defective 
Limewashing  required 
Contravention  of  Regulations 

Workshops  and  Factories. 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  6 

Want  of  ventilation 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient,  unsuitable,  or 

defective  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  nuisances  or  offences  ...  ...  2 

Offensive  Trades. 

Delay  in  removing  offal 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Limewashing  required. 

Bedding  and  bed  clothes  cleaned  cr  renewed 

Ships. 

Dirty  bedding  of  sailors 

Dirty  forecastles  (painting  and  cleansing) 

Dirty  Lockers 

Dirty  Water-closets 

Lack  of  proper  ventilation... 


Infectious  Disease. 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  75 

Schools  and  Public  Halls  disinfected  ...  ...  12 

House  to  House — Nuisances  discovered. 

Ashes  anel  refuse  accumulation  ...  ...  42 

Dirty  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  10 

Choked  gullies,  drains,  and  water  closets  ...  32 

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  yards  swept  ...  ...  ...  12 
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S/wps  and  Provision  Stores. 

Food  stores  limewashed  ...  ...  4 

Food  iniproperl}^  exposed  to  dust,  etc.  ...  ...  2 

Rubbish  accumulations  removed  . . ...  16 

Premises  protected  against  rats  ...  ...  2 

Pis}\,  Friers  Pre?7iises 

Fat  vessels  covered  from  dust 

Dirty  Floors  ...  •••  ...  ...  1 

Draifiage , etc. 

Drains  relaid  ...  •••  •••  4 

New  drainage  system  pro^  ided  ...  ...  2 

Gully  traps  obsolete,  replaced 
Drainage  system  trapped  ... 

Water  closets,  additional,  provided  ...  ...  4 


Water  closets  erected  in  lieu  of  privies 
Privy  pails  and  middens  removed 
Privy  pails  renewed 


Wash  houses  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Do.  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  supply  introduced  into  yards 

Do.  do.  houses  ...  ...  2 

Repairs  to  w.c.  apartments  and  fittings...  ...  12 

Privy  pans  and  middens  (properties)  at  end  of  1940  16 


Sanitary  ImDrovements  effected  under  supervision 


of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Houses. 

Dampness  in  Walls  ...  ...  ..-  4 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Wood  floors  repaired  ..  ...  ...  2 

Plaster  work  of  walls  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Windows  hung  on  cords 

Window  cords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Provided  with  pantries 

Spouting  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  18 

Other  housing  defects  remedied  ...  ...  34 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  rem.oved  ...  ...  72 

Shops  and  Offices. — The  following  improvements  were  effected  : — 

1 Additional  w.c.  accommodation  ...  2 

2 Separate  w.c.  accommodation  for  sexes  2 

3 Heating  apparatus  provided  ... 

4 Improved  ventilation 

5 Washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  2 

6 Facilities  for  taking  meals 
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Section  D.— HOUSING. 

The  number  of  occupied  horses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
1940  was  3356. 


h'RECTioN  OF  New  Dwellings. 

By  private  enterprize  : — 4 houses  were  erected,  1 at  Chapel  St., 
Berwick,  and  3 at  Eial  Road,  Tweedmouth. 

By  Local  Authority  ; — Nil. 

(a)  Houses  erected  1921-40. 

By  private  By  Local 


enterprise 

Authority 

Total 

1921 

1 

22 

23 

22 

23 

24 

24 

24 

4 

32 

36 

25 

20 

72 

92 

26 

12 

26 

38 

27 

1 

97 

98 

28 

25 

51 

76 

29 

4 

. . . 

4 

30 

7 

16 

23 

31 

2 

2 

32 

60 

60 

33 

20 

8 

28 

34 

32 

32 

35 

42 

24 

66 

36 

58 

76 

134 

37 

33 

100 

133 

38 

37 

178 

215 

39 

25 

30 

55 

40 

4 

4 

Totals 

327 

816 

1143 

Overcrowding 

Since  the  original  survey  in  March,  1936,  annual  surveys  were 
made  in  June  of  1937  and  1938.  The  Council  decided  not  to  sanc- 
tion any  expenditure  for  a similar  survey  in  1939.  The  present  posi- 
tion can  not,  therefore,  be  stated  so  accurately  as  in  previous  reports, 
but  the  undernoted  figures  are  as  near  as  can  be  stated  without  a 


survey. 
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Houses  found  overcrowded — 1936  Survey  630 
Decrease  to  31st  December,  1940  330 

Houses  overcrowded  at  31st  Dec.,  1940  300 


Remedied. 

New  Cases. 

Net  dec. 

Remaining 

Result  of  re-survey,  1936-7 

204 

48 

156 

474 

„ 1937-8 

130 

58 

22 

402 

Position  as  at  31-12-1938 

45 

24 

21 

. ' 381 

„ 31-12-1939 

77 

77 

304 

„ 31-12-1940 

4 

4 

300 

460 

130 

330 

300 

73%  of  the  houses  found  overcrowded  in  the  original  surrey  of 
1936  have  been  remedied.  This  means  that  the  most  serious  cases 
of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with.  There  still  remain  a few 
cases  which  call  for  relief,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  may 
not  be  remedied  for  some  time  yet. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  in  September,  1939,  the  number 
of  persons  joining  the  Services  \sould  considerably  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  families  where  overcrowding  existed.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
number  of  soldiers’  wives  and  children  evacuated  from  Portsmouth 
and  other  military  stations  came  to  reside  in  the  Borough  to  be  near 
their  husbands  or  relations. 


— i8 


Section  E. -INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  cows  in  the  dairy  herds  towards  the  end  of  last 
year  was  125,  compared  with  154  the  previous  year. 

The  cowkeepers  continue  to  pay  attention  to  the  general  clean- 
liness of  the  byres  and  milk  utensils.  30  visits  were  made  to  the 
cowsheds,  and  the  usual  minor  contraventions  found  (seep.  15)  were 
promptly  attended  to.  24  visits  were  paid  to  milkshops  and  other 
dairy  premises. 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 

MEAT  & FOOD  CONDEMNED. 


HOME  KILLED  AT  BERWICK. 


Whole  carcases 
(inc.  organs). 

Part  Organs  other  — 

Carcases,  than  ox  livers.  Whole. 

Ox  Livers.  

Part.  Tot.  lbs. 

Bullocks  3 
Cows  6 

8 (9281bs.) 

’ll 

446  3750 

Calves  6 

Sheep  46 

23  (431  lbs.) 

85 

Pigs  4 

7 (1761bs.) 

17 

65 

32 

136  146 

446  3750 

OTHER  FOODS, 

Lbs. 

Imported  Beef 

40 

Bacon 

65 

Ham 

9 

Ham  Knuckles 

ioy2 

Lunch  Meat 

12 

Spare  Ribs  (Pork) 

ioy2 

Fish 

i3i 

Butter 

■9 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  & CONDEMNED. 


Cattle,  ex- 

Sheep  and 

eluding  Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves.  Lambs. 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  1216 

22 

38  7,422 

1062 

Number  inspected  ...  1216 

22 

38  7,422 

1062 

All  diseases  except  tuherculosis- 
Whole  carcases  condemned  3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

(a  46 

4 

or  oigan  was  condemned  631 
Percentage  of  the  number  in 

3 

108 

24 

spected  affected  with  dis- 

ease other  than  tuber.  0:164% 

13.6% 

/.b/o  2.07% 

2.63% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

6 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned  2 

3 

0 

.. . 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tub.  0.16%  4-1%  2.6% 

The  butchers’  shops,  fish  shops,  fruiterers,  and  grocers  were 
also  visited,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Inspector  as  to  the  care  of 
foodstuffs  and  prev^ention  of  contamination  promptly  attended  to. 

Special  visits  were  paid  during  the  summer  to  pr  >vision  shops 
where  bacon  is  sold,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  bacon.  While 
some  loss  was  occasioned  during  warm  weather,  on  the  whole,  the 
bacon  kept  well. 
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Factories  and  V/orkshops. 

Written  Prose. 

Premises  Inspections  Notices  cutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  18  3 

Workshops  ( do.  Workshop  do.  ) 24  4 . 

Workplaces  ...  ...  8 2 

50  9 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  other  places 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Found 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  6 

Want  of  Ventilation 
Other  Nuisances 

{insufficient... 
unsuitable  or  defective  1 
not  separate  for  sexes  ... 
Other  Offences  ...  ...  2 


Remedied 

6 


1 

2 


9 9 


